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Where We Are

Districtwide i-Ready results (Fall 2021) showed 1 in 6 students on or above grade

level in reading and 1 in 10 for math. While there are some student groups

performing well, in many categories the special populations of Foster Youth and

English Learners, experience gaps in their opportunities for success. In short,

students who were at risk before COVID-19 have lost more ground.

Given the myriad disruptions it is no surprise that students have lost ground

educationally. We want to be clear, there is not blame to be placed on the

teachers, paraprofessionals, staff or administrators, students or families for

pandemic-related learning loss.  However, those same parties are now faced with

the dilemma of how to help students recover. Part of this loss is being combatted

with an influx of dollars from the federal and state governments.  While schools

have a lot of latitude in how they spend this money, it is important to ensure that

the money is spent on interventions with a proven track record.

Where Should We Be Headed?

In accordance with the district's ESSER SPENDING PLAN, we agree that recovery

dollars should be spent on interventions that have strong evidence of efficacy.  In

examining the effectiveness of both research-based interventions and local school

policies we have narrowed down a suite of best practices that schools in the

district could use to mitigate some learning loss and the social-emotional effects of

2+ years of pandemic-related stress.

Conclusion

COVID-19 has affected every part of society, perhaps with schools being one of

the hardest hit sectors. The recovery will require the commitment of every sector to

achieve success moving forward. We applaud the district and individual schools

for their commitments to meeting students' needs and recognize the burden on

parents, communities and students. Implementing these data-driven

recommendations will aid in the recovery and continue to grow the education

system into one that serves all students well.

"In short, students who were at risk 
before COVID-19 have lost more ground."

http://fcoe.org/files/2021-10/2021_ESSER_III_Expenditure_Plan_Fresno_County_Superintendent_of_Schools_20211001_02.pdf


Introduction

Entering the latter half of the third school year affected by COVID-19, we applaud

Fresno Unified and individual schools and leaders for their commitments to

meeting students’ needs in this rapidly-changing environment. We applaud their

transparency and their partnership as we continue to work together to improve

education for all kids.   

We begin to answer the important questions with an awareness that recovering

from COVID-19 is both a long term goal and presents an opportunity to create

lasting improvements to the education system. GO Fresno remains steadfast in

our commitment to improve education for all students. That begins (but does not

end) with a perspective informed by all education stakeholders, an

understanding of the unique context of education in Fresno, a focus on data-

driven research and considerations of equity across special populations.

 

POLICYMAKERSPOLICYMAKERS

Where We Were

It may seem hard to remember a time when COVID-19 was not

in the forefront of people’s minds. However,  in order to

diagnose and fix our current situation we must go back.  Our

Kids First report  highlighted  the state of  education for FUSD in

2019.   The major takeaways include:  

 

“…too many of Fresno’s young people are unprepared for

success in college and career. In Fresno's public schools, more

than 70 percent of learners are below grade level in math, and

nearly 2 out of every 3 students are off track in English. As is

true across our nation, these readiness and completion rates

are worse for the African-American, Latino, Southeast Asian,

low-income, special education, and English Learner

populations in our communities.” Highlighting this is important

because the general trend nationwide is that students whose

needs were not being met by the education system before the

pandemic have seen the gaps increase over the last two

years.

https://gopublicschoolsfresno.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/FNO-KidsFirst-English-11.29.2019-sm.pdf


WHO IS MOST IMPACTED?

A R E  T H E  K I D S  A L R I G H T ?

 

only 2 in 10 FUSD students are on grade level in reading

In short, students who were at risk before

COVID-19 have lost more ground.

4% 9% 38%

EL students

reading on

grade level 

1st graders

reading on

grade level

Foster Youth at

risk of failing ELA

classes

26.1% 11.7% 13.9% 10.6% 11.6% 14.4% 21.2%

PROFICIENCY BY BOARD DISTRICT
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RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS

Extra learning opportunities.  Specifically, high-dose tutoring

available in 1:1 or small group settings, three (or more) times a

week, for a minimum of 50 hours a semester.

More mental health staff.  The district should continue to hire mental health

staff (psychologists, social workers, counselors, etc.) until staffing districtwide

meets the professional guidelines.

Target struggling students. The pandemic has not affected every student

equally.  An effective strategy works on getting resources to those who

need it most.

1

3

2
Strapped with significant administrative tasks in many schools,

school social workers, school psychologists, and nurses are

unable to focus on the significant mental health needs of students.

Assuring that staff meets professional recommendations for

student ratios (1:250 for social workers or counselors) will reduce

case loads and allow more students to utilize mental health

resources. These staff must also have their work time protected

from unnecessary administrative tasks that lead to them spending

less face-to-face time with students. 

The students most likely to miss instruction during the pandemic

were likely to have been less engaged in their education prior to

COVID-19. These students are more likely to come from special

populations (i.e., ELL, LGBTQ+, experiencing homelessness,

students of color).  Active and specific engagement with these

historically underserved groups should occur early and often in

the recovery process.  The district can use ESSER funds to promote

targeted engagement strategies in response to the available data.

Research indicates that high-dose tutoring is effective at

increasing learning and bridging gaps between student groups

with differing outcomes (specifically low-income students who are

more likely to be affected by COVID-19). While effective tutoring

programs can be expensive, their large average effects make

them highly cost effective relative to many other educational

interventions making them a prime candidate for ESSER funds.



During the 2020-2021 school year the i-Ready tests were approved in the absence

of SBAC testing.  The i-Ready diagnostic test is given to students to help determine

their strengths and opportunities for growth. Beginning this year (2021-2022) schools

are required to report data about student achievement to parents throughout the

school year. Given that the available results are from the first quarter of the 2020-

2021 school year, we might think about them as a good baseline of student learning

due to the effects of the pandemic.

Districtwide i-Ready results (Fall 2021) showed 1 in 6 students on or above grade

level in reading and 1 in 10 for math. In third grade, a critical year for literacy, over

75% of students are not meeting grade level expectations in reading. Additionally,

many special populations, including Foster Youth and English Learners, experience

gaps in their opportunities for success. 

COVID-19 has affected every part of society, perhaps with schools being one of the

hardest hit sectors and the recovery will require the commitment of all to achieve

success moving forward. Professional research leads us to suggest that school and

district leaders should embrace high-dose tutoring (featuring small group instruction,

3x a week, for at least 50 hours a semester), increasing mental health staff to meet

professional recommendations, and a commitment to concentrating these and

other interventions on the students who need them the most.

PARENTSPARENTS



School Name Students
% on Grade

Level
School Name Students

% on Grade

Level

Addams Elementary 711 6.3% eLearn Academy 2,194 27.3%

Ahwahnee Middle 543 21.5% Ericson Elementary 651 8.9%

Anthony Elementary 396 10.1% Ewing Elementary 609 11.7%

Ayer Elementary 625 11.2% Figarden Elementary 506 21.5%

Aynesworth Elementary 505 12.5% Forkner Elementary 433 29.1%

Baird Middle 579 39.0% Fort Miller Middle 613 11.3%

Bakman Elementary 646 9.3% Fremont Elementary 397 9.3%

Balderas Elementary 527 12.1% Fresno High* 864 12.3%

Birney Elementary 687 12.1% Gaston Middle 726 10.1%

Bullard High* 1,143 17.5% Gibson Elementary 409 31.3%

Bullard Talent K-8 746 43.7%
Greenberg

Elementary
490 12.0%

Burroughs Elementary 625 10.1% Hamilton K-8 694 16.1%

Calwa Elementary 460 8.7% Heaton Elementary 471 8.7%

Cambridge

Continuation*
125 2.4% Hidalgo Elementary 473 5.3%

Centennial Elementary 625 11.0% Holland Elementary 395 13.4%

Columbia Elementary 467 6.0% Homan Elementary 529 11.0%

Computech Middle 768 64.8% Hoover High* 759 11.7%

Cooper Middle 526 21.3% Jackson Elementary 311 11.6%

Del Mar Elementary 467 10.9% Jefferson Elementary 409 11.2%

Design Science Middle

College High*
140 47.9% King Elementary 566 6.0%

DeWolf Continuation* 91 6.6% Kings Canyon Middle 838 16.6%

Duncan Polytechnical

High*
1,071 20.4% Kirk Elementary 295 6.8%

Easterby Elementary 584 14.9% Kratt Elementary 530 16.0%

Eaton Elementary 402 20.1% Lane Elementary 419 10.5%

Edison High* 1,414 25.4% Lawless Elementary 572 17.7%



School Name Students
% on Grade

Level
School Name Students

% on Grade

Level

Leavenworth Elementary 692 12.7% Sunset Elementary 199 29.6%

Lincoln Elementary 486 11.9% Tehipite Middle 453 9.1%

Lowell Elementary 316 8.2% Tenaya Middle 750 29.1%

Malloch Elementary 392 32.1% Terronez Middle 52 18.5%

Manchester Gate 650 71.5% Thomas Elementary 692 13.7%

Mayfair Elementary 555 9.2% Tioga Middle 646 15.9%

McCardle Elementary 423 17.5% Turner Elementary 539 10.0%

McLane High* 869 7.2% Vang Pao Elementary 729 10.4%

Muir Elementary 418 8.4% Viking Elementary 627 11.8%

Norseman Elementary 528 9.3% Vinland Elementary 449 16.7%

Olmos Elementary 593 8.6% Wawona K-8 434 15.4%

Patino School of

Entrepreneurship*
198 20.2% Webster Elementary 270 10.0%

Phoenix Elementary 8 0.0% Williams Elementary 549 6.9%

Phoenix Secondary* 17 0.0% Wilson Elementary 602 9.0%

Powers Elementary 391 12.8% Winchell Elementary 510 9.2%

Pyle Elementary 665 12.3% Wishon Elementary 436 14.0%

Robinson Elementary 433 14.3% Wolters Elementary 342 10.5%

Roeding Elementary 524 10.9% Yokomi Elementary 654 24.6%

Roosevelt High* 1,173 10.1% Yosemite Middle 604 13.2%

Rowell Elementary 479 11.7% Young Academy* 394 17.5%

Scandinavian Middle 758 12.7% Kings Canyon Middle 838 16.6%

Sequoia Middle 772 13.1% Kirk Elementary 295 6.8%

Slater Elementary 602 11.1% Kratt Elementary 530 16.0%

Starr Elementary 332 29.8% Lane Elementary 419 10.5%

Storey Elementary 800 23.9% Lawless Elementary 572 17.7%

Sunnyside High* 828 12.3%    



ESSER III Expenditure Plan, Fresno Unified

ACLU School Discipline Report

High-Impact Tutoring: State of the Research and Priorities for Future Learning

The Impressive Effects of Tutoring on PreK-12 Learning: A Systematic Review and Meta-

Analysis of the Experimental Evidence

Back to School: Mental health following the pandemic

Are Schools the Great Equalizer? Cognitive Inequality during the Summer Months and

the School Year

Social-Class Differences in Summer Learning Between Kindergarten and First Grade:

Model Specification and Estimation

Improving mental health in schools

Considerations for educators in supporting student learning in the midst of COVID-19

Strategies for Using American Rescue Plan Funding to Address the Impact of Lost

Instructional Time

Accelerating Student Learning with High-Dosage Tutoring

Kids First

http://fcoe.org/files/2021-10/2021_ESSER_III_Expenditure_Plan_Fresno_County_Superintendent_of_Schools_20211001_02.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/030419-acluschooldisciplinereport.pdf
https://edworkingpapers.com/sites/default/files/Accelerator_Research_Agenda%28May2021%29.pdf
https://www.nber.org/papers/w27476
https://kmph.com/news/local/back-to-school-mental-health-following-the-pandemic
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3593031
https://doi.org/10.1177/003804070407700101
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24376532
https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/pits.22454
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/lost-instructional-time.pdf
https://annenberg.brown.edu/sites/default/files/EdResearch_for_Recovery_Design_Principles_1.pdf
https://gopublicschoolsfresno.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/FNO-KidsFirst-English-11.29.2019-sm.pdf

